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Russian missile hits 
children’s hosp in Kyiv
KYIV

DOZENS of  Russian missiles blasted cit-
ies across Ukraine on Monday, striking 
apartment buildings and a large chil-
dren’s hospital in the capital, where local 
residents joined emergency crews to 
search through piles of  rubble. At least 31 
people were killed, officials said.

Ukraine said that Russian forces had 
struck the children’s hospital in Kyiv 
with a cruise missile. The Security Serv-
ices of  Ukraine (SBU) said its initial as-
sessment found that Moscow had struck 
the facility with a KH-101 strategic cruise 
missile, while a senior presidential offi-
cial Andriy Yermak said the projectile 
“contains dozens of  microelectronics 
manufactured in NATO countries”.

The UN humanitarian coordinator for 
Ukraine harshly condemned Monday’s 
wave of  deadly Russian strikes across 
Ukraine, including on Kyiv, saying “doz-
ens of  people have been killed and 
injured”.

“It is unconscionable that children are 
killed and injured in this war,” she said in 
a statement. The daytime barrage target-
ed five Ukrainian cities with more than 40 
missiles of  different types, President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy said on social media. 
Ukraine’s air force said it intercepted 30 
missiles. More than 150 people were 
wounded.

It was Russia’s heaviest bombardment 
of  Kyiv in almost four months, hitting 

seven of  the city’s 10 districts. Seven peo-
ple were killed in the capital, including 
two staff  members at the hospital, where 
three children were hurt. Strikes in Kry-
vyi Rih, Zelenskyy’s birthplace in central 
Ukraine, killed 10.

“It is very important that the world 
should not be silent about it now and that 
everyone should see what Russia is and 
what it is doing,” Zelenskyy said on social 
media.

Russia denied attacking the hospital 
and said the strikes hit military targets.

The attack unfolded a day before West-
ern leaders who have backed Ukraine 
were scheduled to begin a three-day NATO 
summit in Washington to consider how 
they can reassure Kyiv of  the alliance’s 
unwavering support and offer Ukrainians 
hope that their country can survive Eu-
rope’s biggest conflict since World War 
II.

Zelenskyy said during a visit to Poland 
that he hopes the summit will provide 
more air defense systems for Ukraine.

At the Okhmatdyt children’s hospital in 
Kyiv, rescuers searched for victims under 
the rubble of  a partially collapsed, two-
story wing of  the facility.

At the hospital’s main 10-story build-
ing, windows and doors were blown out, 
and walls were blackened. Blood was 
spattered on the floor in one room. The 
intensive care unit, operating theaters 
and oncology departments all were dam-
aged, officials said. 

Heaviest bombardment of Ukrainian capital in almost 4 
months; 31 people killed in cruise strike, claims officials

Emergency and rescue personnel along with medics and others clear the rubble of the destroyed building of 
Ohmatdyt Children’s Hospital following a Russian attack in Kyiv on Monday |  AFP
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